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Welcome to Astronomy Day Sponsored by Amateur Astronomers, Inc. (AAI)

Welcome to Astronomy Day!  It is a day observed internationally for amateur astronomers to share their enthusiasm for astronomy with the public.

About AAI  The William Miller Sperry Observatory on the Union County College campus was dedicated in 1967, and is home to Amateur Astronomers, Inc.  The observatory houses two of the largest telescopes on the East Coast for amateur use.  AAI maintains a computer room, a machine shop (for amateur telescope making and repair), and a library of over 1200 astronomical books and periodicals.

AAI Activities  General meetings are held on the third Friday of each month September through May.  Guest lecturers prominent in the astronomical field speak on topics such as Pluto, The Search for Life on Mars, and Cosmology.  On the remaining Fridays, including the summer months, more informal meetings are held at Sperry .  Presentations for younger audiences begin at 7:30pm, and programs for the general public begin at 8:30pm.  Celestial viewing is conducted throughout the evening using the club’s two large telescopes.

Join AAI  The advantages to membership in AAI include discount rates for subscriptions to Sky & Telescope and to Astronomy Magazine; use of the club’s two large telescopes; access to AAI’s library; eligibility to borrow the club’s portable telescopes and camera equipment; access to our dark sky site at the United Astronomy Clubs of New Jersey in Jenny Jump State Forest; and much more!  Membership applications are available at the sales counter at Sperry Observatory or are downloadable from our website (click “Membrship-Dues”).
Schedule of Events

Afternoon session 2:00-4:00 PM

2:00 PM “Traveling from the Sun to Pluto” Mr. Alan Zuckerman

2:45 PM Solar system Walk with Dr. Ivan Strom, Astronomy Professor at Union County College. 

3:15 PM “The Sun” by Mr. Ray Shapp

· Solar Viewing of sun spots and flares 2:00-4:00, weather permitting with the club’s 10 inch telescope

Evening session 7:30-11:00 PM

7:30 PM “Astronomy Questions and Answers” Dr. Lewis Thomas

8:15 PM  “Reaching for a New World:  The Exploration of 4 Vesta”     Mr. Alan P. Witzgall 

· Celestial viewing throughout the evening, weather permitting, using the club’s two large telescopes and members’ telescopes

Drawings for free prizes including meteorites will be conducted throughout the two sessions
Meteors, Meteorites and Meteoroids

A meteoroid is a chunk of rock in space that orbits the Sun.  Its composition is similar to an asteroid.  A meteor is the brief flash of light called a shooting star that is visible at night when a meteoroid enters the Earth’s atmosphere.  Frictional heat between the meteoroid and the atmosphere causes the visible light.    A meteorite is a chunk of rock that survives the descent through the atmosphere and reaches the ground.

Most meteorites are asteroid fragments, but a few have been identified as pieces of the Moon or Mars.

“The infinite Universe is small enough that it is accessible to the efforts of each and every one of us”

--Eugene Sanger

Pioneering space flight visionary & designer of early space plane
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